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Seto ware Seto City, Aichi
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Seto City in Aichi Prefecture is one of Japan’s
leading ceramic production areas, boasting a
history and tradition spanning over 1,000 years.
It is also counted among Japan’s Six Ancient
Kilns. The city is home to high-quality and
abundant clay, which is rare even on a global
scale. This rich clay resource enables the
production of a wide variety of Seto ware. The
name “Seto” itself is the origin of the Japanese
term “Setomono,” which is used to refer to
ceramics in general.
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9 1-1, Kurasho-cho, Seto City, Aichi, Japan
B +561-97-1555

@ https://www.setogura-museum.jp/

© 9:00-17:00

Closed: Mondays (next day if a holiday)
New year’s holidays ¢ Can be temporarily closed
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WA T DAGHRIN T35 5, Traditional Crafts of Seto City
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The distinctive feature of Akazu Ware lies in its
use of seven types of glazes: Oribe glaze, Shino
glaze, Kizeto glaze, Kose-to glaze, Ash glaze,
Ofuke glaze, and Iron glaze. Additionally, it
incorporates twelve diverse decorative techniques,
including spatula carving, stamped patterns
(Inka), comb patterns (Kushime), and Mishima-
style inlays. By skillfully combining these
elements, a wide variety of products are created,
ranging from tea ceremony and flower
arrangement utensils to everyday household items.
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Sometsuke (blue-and-white ware) is created by
painting designs on a white ceramic base using
“gosu,” a cobalt oxide-based pigment. After
applying a glaze, the piece is fired, resulting in
patterns that develop a distinctive indigo-blue hue.
Seto Sometsuke Ware is characterized by its delicate
depictions of natural landscapes, birds, flowers, and
seasonal motifs in shades of blue. Another defining
feature is the “nerashi” technique, in which the kiln
temperature is maintained at a high level for a
certain petiod during the main firing. This process
allows the glaze to mature, giving the final product
a rich and lustrous finish.




